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heating systems, greywater toilet-flushing systems, and geothermal systems. 
 
Not All 'Green' Buildings Are Healthy Buildings 
VANCOUVER, British Columbia—Even though a building may be built with "green" 
principles, it may not be healthy for occupants, says an industry expert. “Not all green 
buildings have good indoor air quality,” said Elia Sterling, Member ASHRAE, president of 
Theodor Sterling Associates. He told attendees at a recent construction solutions 
conference that voluntary building certification systems such as LEED® are inadequate to 
determine a building's health. That is because, he says, builders and designers decide 
which aspects of the building are examined when they seek certification. “As a result, it 
is possible for a building to be LEED certified without actually verifying that air quality 
objectives have been met,” Sterling explained. 

ASHRAE News 

ASHRAE Issues Recommendations to New U.S. President, Congress  
WASHINGTON—ASHRAE has developed a document containing recommendations for the 
incoming U.S. president and Congress. The document, Achieving National Goals for 
Buildings: Challenges and Opportunities Facing a New President and Congress, was sent 
to President-Elect Obama. It contains advice on reducing energy use in buildings. 
Recommendations include convening a White House summit on energy efficiency, 
appointing a national energy efficiency advisor, and providing incentives to promote use 
of building commissioning, recommissioning and retrocommissioning. 

Feature of the Week 

Solar Technologies and the Building Envelope 
By Paul A. Torcellini, Ph.D., P.E., Member ASHRAE; Shanti D. Pless, Associate 
Member ASHRAE; Ron Judkoff, Member ASHRAE; and Drury Crawley, AIA, Member 
ASHRAE 
According to the authors, advances in solar technologies can be used along with 
aggressive efficiency strategies to vastly reduce the energy needs of buildings. This 
article covers specifying photovoltaic systems. It also covers technologies such as 
daylighting, increased insulation and Trombe™ walls and their roles in reducing energy 
use. 

Product News 

UVC Germicidal Light From Johnson Controls 
NORMAN, Okla.—The Unitary Products Group of Johnson Controls introduces the YORK® 
Affinity™ UVC germicidal light kit. It is installed inside HVAC systems, and is designed to 
eliminate odors caused by microbial organisms that grow in wet evaporator sections to 
improve IAQ and increase unit performance. The light uses a blend of inert gases in the 
bulb and a specialized power supply that maintains the optimal plasma temperature 
inside the bulb even in a low-temperature, moving airstream. 
 
Chillers From Armstrong  
TORONTO—Armstrong announces the QUANTUM line of chillers. It is available in water-
cooled and air-cooled configurations. The unit features the company's Turbocor 
centrifugal technology, which increases efficiency; onboard diagnostics that can 
communicate serially with building automation systems; and oil-free, friction-free 
magnetic bearings. 

 
 

 
   



 
Air-Handling Units From Air Zone International  
HOUSTON—Air Zone International offers the Environmental Air Tower line of compact 
AHUs. The product is designed to deliver air into a raised floor plenum using up to three 
different air streams: economizer systems, primary pretreated air, and a mixture of 
bypass space return air and return air chilled using either chilled water or DX coils. 
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